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August 27, 2018 

Overview 

This document is a transcript of the discussion of Item 32 “Authorize County Judge to sign MOU with 

potential bidders for the Lower Elgin Road Bridge” of the Bastrop County Commissioners Court Meeting 

of August 27, 2018. The audio recording of this meeting was provided by the Bastrop County Clerk’s 

office on August 30, 2018 on a CD in a .wma format. It was transcribed by Debra Ferguson in September 

2018 as part of our ongoing efforts to compile, document, and preserve the historical information for the 

Lower Elgin Road bridge and to make the content easily available. 

Although every effort was made to provide an accurate transcript of the discussion, several parts of the 

discussion were not clear enough to transcribe as a result of either members of Commissioners Court 

talking over one another or not speaking clearly. These items are indicated with notes of [overtalking] or 

[unintelligible], respectively. The transcript has been edited to remove most instances of verbal 

disfluencies, such as ‘uh’, ‘um’, and stammering, to improve readability. Aside from the removal of 

verbal disfluencies, however, this transcript reflects the Commissioners Court discussion; it has not been 

edited to change/correct clarity of expression, grammar, organization of content, or incorrectly stated 

facts.  

This transcript covers the discussion beginning at  1:56:25 of the recording and ending at 2:00:40. 

Abbreviations used in this transcript include the following:  

 PP: Paul Pape, County Judge  

 CB: Clara Beckett, Precinct 2 County Commissioner  

 BS: Bubba Snowden, Precinct 4 County Commissioner 

 MH: Mel Hamner, Precinct 1 County Commissioner 

 RP: Rose Pietsch, County Clerk 

Start of Transcript (timestamp: 1:56:25) 

PP: D 32 is to authorize the county judge to sign a MOU with potential bidders for the Lower Elgin River 

Bridge (sic). Last court session, you approved the draft MOU, and we have sent that to New Republic 

Studios, and they have executed that agreement as you will see. I’d like for your authority to—for me to 

execute that agreement. I’ll tell you what we’ve done. We’ve reached out to FEMA, through Randy 

Atkinson, the representative we’ve been working with for years on some of these issues and, to be frank, 

to my surprise, he said, you know, that might be all right with us. We want to save the old bridge, and if 

that’s the only way to save it, then why wouldn’t that be all right with us? So, I said, Randy, could you 

give us that in writing? He hasn’t resent it yet in writing, but, what I’d like to do is, with your authority 

for me to sign this, I’d like to send this to him, executed, and say okay, we’re re—we need your thumbs-

up now so that we can--next steps then would be through Carolyn Dill’s office and through purchasing, 

start writing a scope of work—actually, the scope has already been written, start issuing the request for 

bidders and  begin the bidding process. We’ve got a pretty short window here in which to get this done. In 

fact, we’ve to get it all done and all the bills paid before the middle of January 2019.So—who—I— you 
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know, we’ve come a long ways with this old bridge, and maybe there’s some light at the end of the tunnel 

here. I’d appreciate your approval on this MOU. 

CB: I’ll make a motion to approve. I—on item 14 where… 

PP: On the MOU? 

CB: Yeah—it talks about the entire MOU is subject to FEMA and TDA approving the transfer of 

ownership of the property. There’s just a typo in there—in that last sentence. Let’s look at that, but— 

PP: All right [unintelligible] 

CB: If this is contingent upon their approval… 

PP: Gotcha. It is… 

CB: Then I am fine with it. 

PP: And by the way, we added that after our discussion in Court two weeks ago, so that’s the response to 

your [unintelligible]… and we’ll fix that. 

CB: Cause we—sorry, Commissioner, we talked about this a couple of weeks ago, and part of the little 

discussion was that, you know—I don’t necessarily have an issue with this. I know this is in your 

precinct. As long as TDA and FEMA are okay with it. I’m surprised that we’re getting an initial north-

south from FEMA on it, and I anxiously await that in writing. 

BS: I’m ready… 

PP: Okay. 

BS: [unintelligible] Who’s going to determine the actual layout of what we’re given…so there’s no 

argument on—because it belongs to y’all. It belongs to y’all.  

MH: At some point we’ve got to abandon that portion of the property that belongs to the County… 

BS: That’s what I’m saying. Because we need to make sure we know where that line is. 

CB: Certainly. 

PP: There’s an illustration on the back of your package there that sort of shows that, and basically, what it 

is. There’s a guardrail that runs parallel to that portion of the old bridge and extends beyond each end of 

the bridge. So, from the end of that guardrail over to the private property line on each end would be the 

boundary of it. 

[BS and PP talking over one another; content not clear] 

BS: We just need to make sure they’re aware of it. 

PP: They will be aware of it because one of the obligations that we will be obliged to survey it and 

provide… 
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CB: That’s what I’m saying 

[BS, PP, CB talking over one another; content not clear] 

BS: We need something… 

PP: Before we transfer it, we will have a metes and bounds survey. Thank you, Commissioner.  

BS: Okay. 

PP: Anything else? We have a motion and a second on item D 32. 

RP: You have a motion, no second. 

PP: I’m sorry. 

MH: I’ll second… 

PP: We have a motion and a second. Thank you, Commissioner. All in favor of D 32, please say ‘aye’ 

All: Aye. 

PP: Any opposed? The motion is approved. 

End of Transcript (timestamp: 2:00:40) 


